East Putney scouts need £100k for their Oxford Road hut (From Wandsworth Guardian)
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A popular Putney scout troop could be forced to close
because of a leaking roof, unless they can raise £100,000.

Members of The 1st East Putney scouts, which has 70
scouts, beavers and cubs, have put buckets on the floor of
their Oxford Road hut to catch the water when it rains.

They need to raise a
massive sum to put the
problem right, otherwise
the troop may be forced
to wind-up.

“We have thriving groups
of beavers, cubs, scouts
and adventure scouts,
and there are waiting lists
for all of them. But
without a habitable scout
hut, we just won't be able
to goon."

The group has launched
an appeal to raise the
cash, but the repairs are
urgent and leaders are
worried they won't be able
to get the money quickly
enough.

Ronald Holloway

“We're getting desperate,” said group scout leader Ronald
Holloway, 73.

“We have thriving groups of beavers, cubs, scouts and
adventure scouts, and there are waiting lists for all of them.
But without a habitable scout hut, we just won't be able to
go on. When it rains there’s half a dozen buckets on the
floor to catch the drips.”

The group’s bid for lottery funds was unsuccessful, and the
Scout movement will not give it any cash because troops
are expected to be self-financing.

Now it is hoping its Raise the Roof Appeal, will raise some
money.

The group is holding a Christmas fun day next Sunday and
they will also be singing carols at the Putney Exchange
between 2pm and 3pm on Saturday December 13.

“We would urge as many people as possible to come to
the fun day and the carol singing,” said Mr Holloway.

“And if any businesses would be willing to donate some
goods for us to sell at the fun day, we would be very
grateful.”

For information visit eastputneyscoutcentre.org.
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The closure of Young’s Ram Brewery in
2006 marked the end of an era for brewing
in Wandsworth. Now two men are bringing
the tradition back to the borough by setting up their own
brewery in Battersea. KATIE WILSON reports.
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Battersea schoolchildren living in overcrowded conditions
made a moving video plea to the council’'s head of
housing.
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Pragmatic Harlequins taught us lesson, says
Stade boss
Stade Francais coach Ewen McKenzie reckons
Harlequins’ pragmatic approach to rugby over the last two
weeks was the difference between the two teams.

Win! Tickets to see Coppelia and
Swan Lake at Richmond
Ellen Kent & Ballet International are returning to the UK
with new productions of Coppelia and Swan Lake by
popular demand.

Panto Review: Cinderella at New
Wimbledon Theatre with Gareth Gates
Have you seen Cinderella at New Wimbledon Theatre. Did
you think Gareth Gates made a great Prince Charming and
did Joanna Page shine as Cinders? Let us know by
leaving your comments here!
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like to show off my knowledge of the pointless, the arcane
and the downright daft.
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